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19 HANKOW ROAD 
SHANGHAI 

x~ovemoer 16, 1928. 

My dear Gertru.de, 

I have been in Shan 0 .hai the last two months a.s 
you will know from my letter. Immediately on the receipt of your 
cablegram '*Purchase red I arranged to send the oe· utiful piece of 
k'o ssu to you · oy a registered parcel post. It will prooably 
.have reached you before tnis letter. 

I have a.ho ta.ken the lioerty of sending you 
box contcA.ining 12 IJhinese paintings, a list of' which l am 

herewith enclosing •• e nave talked over t.n.is natter tog-ether 
frequently and I know tnat s-ou .have wanted to secure some paintings 
which would be a credit to your lliseum. ince l ca.me to Shanghai 
1 found a collection oelonging to a friend which I helped him to 
secure about fifteen or twenty years ag-o. He is now very hard up 
and bas needed money. Knowing as I did what he paid for the 
pictures originally and from whom he purcnased them, I felt that 
I va.s on safe ground in rranging to buy them. Out of his 
collection I selected twelve and by hook and crook I ar1W1ged the 
price so tna.t the whole lot would a.mount to Mex.$3,000. You will 
see from the list tne price of eacn one oi' the pio tures and I am 
sure you will agree with me when you open t.be oox and look at the 
pie tu.res that l have secured a 6r · t ba.r·gain. 

zeason for taking advantage of the liberty 
witnout first writing to you was trat tnere seems some p o oili 
of an emoa.rgo oeing placed upon tAe sr:dpment of 0hinesu pictures 
.--oro:;.i.d after January ls t. I am ene;losin~ to you a clipping from 
the North Ghina. .Daily News st ting w.na.t the Provincial Government 
of Hopei ( th.e new name of G.hihli province) is proposing to do 
at Tientsin. It i~ quit~ possiole trat similar steps will be taken 
in Smngnai on January 1st and in order that your snould .11.:Iu.seum 
at least nave the chance of havil1g a fe" good Chinese paintings 
I .have purc..te.sed the lot, and have pa.id for them. You my think 
that I have taken great liberty in doiDg so and I quite agree 
with you, out I a.m sure also t.bat you will approve of what 
I have done. It was a rare c.nance c;1,nd I did not wa.nt to miss it. 

https://purc..te
https://Gertru.de
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Tomorrow I am going to Peking and 1 would like to ba.ve 
you he me after you receive these pie tures simply say • Ferguson 
Peking Pleased" 
done. If you 
you near from 
a good profit 

and I will kno 'fl tbs. 
do not approve, please 
me, for I can easily 
on them. 

t you approve 
nold on to 

sell them to 

of wh:l. t I b9.ve 
the pictures until 
dea.lers wid make 

This 
with the children 
to you and yours. 

will reach you just 
and grandchildren 

I will write you 

at Christmas 
he1·e 1 join 
again after 

time and together 
in sending love 
rea.(,hing :Peking. 

As ever, 

Enc • 
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