
3 HSI-CHIAO HUTUNG 
PEPING, CHINA 

May 14, 1932. 

:My dear Gertrude, 

It was a very great pleasure and 
relief to receive your letter written at rucson 
April 13th. I had had no reply to the letter which 
I sent you on November 18th of last year telling 
you that I was forwarding a copy of my new book 
until I received from the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bank on March 11th a statement that they had been 
instructed by their San Francisco Office to pay me 
the sum of @300 sent by your good self. I did not 
write you when I received this money for the reason 
that I expected every dey to have a letter from you 
and now that your letter has arrived I quite 
understand the reasons of your delay. You have 
surely had a hard winter and I should wish that 
we were near at hand so that we could express our 
sympathy with you in a more real manner than we can 
do by writing. ·ve had not heard of the fall which 
you had in Belmont. At our age such accidents are 
no longer trifles and they need careful attention., 
You are so good to your mother and to all the 
membe·rs of your family that you never spare 
yourselI. In this instance you should have been 
attending to your own trouble occasioned by the 
fall instead of making your plan·s so as to be 
with your mother and sister-in-law. However, by 
the tiwe this reaches you I hope that you will be 
IUlly recovered., If not, by all means go to some 
quiet place where you can have the benefit of 
medicinal baths or Violet-Ray treatments.. It 
depends upon the nature of your trouble as to which 
of these two methods, the dry or the wet, will suit 
you best but surely either one or the other will be 
of great benefit to you. Both of them a.re remedies 
provided by nature and I am sure that you will have 
no hesitation in using one or the other. 

I am glad that you like my~- z ~ 
Laufer of Chicago, Yetta of London and Pelliot 01· 
Paris all spoke highly of it. In China it is 
considered to be the most beautiful book that has 
ever been produc .ed. It was the ambition of Mr. Kuo 
and myself to make a book which would be a worthy 
record of the beauties of the oonderful porcelains 
of the sung, Yftan and Ming periods. If we are to hav 
colored illustrations they should be as perfect as 
possible and those in our book seem to me to do 
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justice to the beauty of the original objects. One 
of my artistic Chinese friends told me that he would 
as 
the 

soon have 
porcelains 

a copy of this 
themselves, 

book as a collection 
for the illustrations 

of 
in 

the book represented the objects perfectly and 
furthermore he could handle the book more easily than 
the objects. 

Last year I published the second part 
of a supplement to the catalogue of Bronzes in the 
collection of the emperor Ch'ien Lung and by parcel 
post I am sending you a copy of it. This collection 
contains all 01· the bronzes that are shown in the 
Govern!Ilent Museum. You will remember seeing some of 
them on the raised dais in the main building and the 
rest in the small building on the left hand side as 
you enter the enclosure, The leaflet which I am 
sending you herewith explains the way in which the 
great catalogue was produced. You can leave this 
book in the Library of your Museum or present it to 
the Library of the University just as you choose. 

China has been having very hard times 
lately and the end does not yet seem in sight. I 
continue to hope for the best in the political 
reconstruction of the country but even if that does 
not come there is plenty to keep me busy in my 
literary and artistic studies. The last four years 
since I have been free from governmental responsibilities 
have been delightful to me. Peking is an ideal place 
for working and I am able to spend most of my working 
hours without interruption. 

Ve are all well. Mary Jr_ stands up 
under her work better than ever before. Her vacation 
in America was exactly what she needed not only to cure 
her trouble but to give her a reserve or strength. 
The two Marys join me in dearest love to yourself and 
hoping that this letter will find you quite well again. 

As ever, 
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